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OPERA – fiche sociographique - défense  
	
  
	
  
Prénom, Nom:  
Peter	
  K.	
  Levine	
  
	
  
Contact : 
Senate	
  Russell	
  Office	
  Building,	
  228	
  
Washington,	
  DC	
  20510-­‐6050	
  	
  
Direct	
  Dial:	
  202-­‐224-­‐8631	
  
Email:	
  peter_levine@armed-­‐services.senate.gov	
  
	
  
Catégorie : Législatif 
Démocrate.	
  	
  
	
  
Dates de naissance / décès :  
Né	
  le	
  29	
  juillet	
  1957	
  
	
  
Lieu de naissance :  
Santa	
  Monica,	
  CA	
  
	
  
Genre	
  :	
  Male	
  
	
  
Lieu de résidence (si DC avant l’accession à un poste retenu, avec si 
possible l’année de l’emménagement à DC): 
 
Formation : 
	
  
BA/BS	
   A.	
  B.,	
  Harvard	
  College,	
  summa	
  cum	
  laude,	
  1979	
  
MA/MS	
   	
  
PhD	
   	
   	
  
Law	
  degree	
  (JD…)	
   J.D.,	
  Harvard	
  Law	
  School,	
  magna	
  cum	
  laude,	
  1983	
  
Autre	
   	
  
	
  
Profession initiale : 
	
  
Carrière :  
	
  
1983	
  –	
  86	
  :	
  associate	
  attorney,	
  Crowell	
  and	
  Moring,	
  Washington	
  DC	
  
1987	
   –	
   94	
  :	
   counsel,	
   Subcommittee	
   on	
   Oversight	
   of	
   Government	
  Management,	
   Senate	
  
Committee	
  on	
  Governmental	
  Affairs	
  
1995	
  –	
  96	
  :	
  counsel,	
  Senator	
  Carl	
  Levin,	
  D-­‐Mich	
  :	
  taxes,	
  budget,	
  judiciary,	
  procurement	
  
1996	
  –	
  2001	
  :	
  Democratic	
  Counsel,	
  Senate	
  Com.	
  on	
  Armed	
  Services	
  
	
   	
   97	
  –	
  00	
  :	
  minority	
  counsel	
  

99	
  –	
  00	
  :	
  Minority	
  (democratic)	
  professional	
  staff	
  member,	
  Subcommittee	
  
on	
  emerging	
  threats	
  and	
  capabilities	
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2001	
  –	
  02	
  :	
  Minority	
  (Democratic)	
  staff	
  dir.,	
  Senate	
  Com.	
  on	
  Armed	
  Services	
  
2003	
  –	
  07	
  :	
  Democratic	
  counsel,	
  Senate	
  Com.	
  on	
  Armed	
  Services	
  
2007	
  -­‐	
  :	
  general	
  counsel,	
  Senate	
  Com.	
  on	
  Armed	
  Services	
  
	
  
Sources biblio/bio, articles, divers.  
	
  
Senate Committee Staff 
Senate Armed Services Committee  
Megan Scully  
1269 words 
23 June 2007 
National Journal 
NTLJ 
English 
 

Peter Levine  

Majority General Counsel  

Unlike many of the committee staff, Levine, 49, does not have decades of military experience. But after more 
than 10 years on the panel, he has become an expert on a range of military matters, not the least of which is the 
intricate world of reforming the Pentagon's bureaucratic weapons-buying system. Current and former colleagues 
described Levine, a Los Angeles native, as a brilliant lawyer with a firm grasp on the panel's issues. "When you 
work with Peter, you better bring your 'A' game," David Morriss, the panel's minority counsel, said. Levine, who 
holds a bachelor's and a law degree from Harvard, worked for the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee and 
in the personal office of Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., during the 10 years before he moved to the committee. 
Before that, he worked at Washington law firm Crowell & Moring, and he says he has never regretted the pay 
cut he took when he left private practice. "The good thing about working on the Hill -- certainly when you're 
working for Senator Levin -- is that I find that I agree with him, and am able to fight for things I believe in," 
Levine said. "It's a wonderful luxury."  

Source	
  :	
  Site	
  internet	
  consulté	
  en	
  juin	
  2012	
  
	
  
	
  
Career Record: 1983–1986, associate attorney, Crowell and Moring (Washington, D.C.); 1987–1994, counsel, 
Subc. on Oversight of Government Management, Senate Cmte. on Governmental Affairs; 1995–1996, counsel, 
Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich.; 1996–2001, Democratic counsel, Senate Cmte. on Armed Services; 2001–2002, 
Democratic staff dir., Senate Cmte. on Armed Services; 2003–2007, Democratic counsel, Senate Cmte. on 
Armed Services; 2007–present, general counsel, Senate Cmte. on Armed Services  
Expertise: Legal issues and nominations, lobbying disclosure laws, federal procurement system, environmental 
policy 
In the first year of renewed Democratic control of Congress, the marquee defense story was the success of the 
minority Republicans in blocking efforts to legislate U.S. troop withdrawals from Iraq. 
But under a new chairman, Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., Democratic and Republican members of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee quietly found much common ground in their annual policy marathon: the creation of 
the budget and policy blueprint knows as the Defense Department authorization bill. 
Levin chose an advisor of two decades’ standing, Peter Levine, to be the committee’s general counsel and his 
lead staffer in producing the authorization. 
Levine brought to the job much experience in oversight of defense management issues and in environmental and 
procurement policy. He also advises Levin on civilian nominations at the Pentagon – a key position as incoming 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates filled out his roster and ushered in a period of improved relations between 
Capitol Hill and the Bush national security team. 
The 2008 authorization imposed substantial policy changes on the president’s budget request and his national 
security policy – often with bipartisan support. 
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Chairman Levin sharpened the committee’s focus on one of his longtime concerns: acquisition and procurement 
policy at the Pentagon. This perennial trouble spot drew special scrutiny after a finding of official impropriety in 
the award of contracts to Boeing in the mid-1990s. Levine, who helped Levin write the original Lobbying 
Disclosure Act in 1995, has since been active in the committee’s monitoring of defense contracting policy. 
Repeated reviews of weapons-buying policy over the course of several administrations have highlighted chronic 
problems and made it a topic of bipartisan concern for Levin and the committee’s ranking Republican, Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.). 
Levin launched inquiries into three specific acquisition concerns: shortcomings in Iraq reconstruction and 
support contracting, abuses of interagency contracting and of contracting for services, and the need to 
reinvigorate the acquisition workforce. 
Another top priority for Levine has been the military’s response to the detainee abuses that came to light after 
September 11, 2001, and the invasion of Iraq in 2003. Levin and McCain have collaborated on several initiatives 
to guard against improper treatment of detainees. 
Before joining the Armed Services Committee staff in 1996, Levine was counsel to the Oversight of 
Government Management Subcommittee on the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee. He then served in 
Levin’s personal office for two years.	
  
Source : The Almanac of the Unelected, 
http://books.google.fr/books?id=VxiLhmqot88C&pg=PA501&lpg=PA501&dq=%22In+the+first+year+of+ren
ewed+Democratic+control+of+Congress,+the+marquee+defense+story+was+the+success+of+the+minority
+Republicans+in+blocking+efforts+to+legislate%22&source=bl&ots=7FFqaFJmuW&sig=Oh48DYTU0QSm
2P0RcBTu2AiuiAU&hl=en&sa=X&ei=1V2bUoiHFqOQ7Aapg4HQBQ&ved=0CC4Q6AEwAA#v=onepage&q
=%22In%20the%20first%20year%20of%20renewed%20Democratic%20control%20of%20Congress%2C%20t
he%20marquee%20defense%20story%20was%20the%20success%20of%20the%20minority%20Republicans%2
0in%20blocking%20efforts%20to%20legislate%22&f=false consulté le 1 déc. 13 
 
Sources additionnelles :  
First	
  Street,	
  Who’s	
  Who,	
  Linked’In,	
  CQ	
  Press	
  
	
  


